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of manbood, ninety per cent, of whom were unmarried. When
the regiment was organized, and before the hardships of future

•campaigns had wrought upon it, it was remarked upon by citi-

zens of Raleigh and Richmond for its unusual fullness in num-

bers and faultless personnel.

The regiment, after its organization, remained in Raleigh,

drilling and performing guard duty, until the 5th of July, 1861,

when it left there for the seat of war. It arrived in Richmond

the 6th of July. From thence, after a stay of a few days, it was

ordered to northwestern Virginia to re-inforce General Garnett,

who was being pressed by General Rosecrans. Before reaching

there we were met with the report that General Garnett had been

killed in an engagement at Laurel Hill. The regiment now pro-

ceeded to Valley Mountain, where we arrived in the latter part

of July. Streagthening the forces late under the command of

General Garnett, we held the gap without trouble, save an occa-

sional heavy picket engagement.

It was while we were stationed on this mountain, lifted high

above the surrounding country, that the measles appeared in the

regiment, rendering at least two-thirds of the men unfit for duty

and resulting in a number of deaths. The earth, notwithstand-

ing its elevation, beneath a moss-clad surface, was filled with

water and the atmosphere was cold and dense. This was the

first and one of the most severe experiences in sickness of the

regiment.

As we drowsed one day in our tents we were awakened by a

small deer which leaped off the mountain side into the midst of

camp. In almost a twinkling the little fellow was taken captive

without force or demonstration other than our hands and the

"rebel yell."

It was on this mountain that the Sixteenth first got sight of

General Lee. It is impossible to describe the effect upon the

troops upon his appearance among them. Our courage, already

full and determined, breathed a new life, for w« saw in him a

leader in whom were met and blended those elements that would

illustrate all that was meant by "our cause and our strife." His


