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tionary fortifications and the spot where General O'Hara surren-

dered Cornwallis' sword to General Lincoln, we marched again on

the 5th of May, passing through Williamsburg. A short time

before reaching the last named point a determined engagement

took place between Hampton's Legion and the enemy's cavalry, in

which there was some severe hand-to-hand fighting. Then fol-

lowed several days of hard marching, through rain and mud, in

which there was no time to stop or draw rations. It was under

these circumstances that the regiment reached the Chickahominy

swamps, where picket duty and skirmishing began in earnest.

At this time General McClellan had got pretty good foot-hold

on Virginia soil, and within a few miles of the Confederate Capi-

tal. He had extended his line from the James River a consid-

erable distance up the Chickahominy. His organization was to

every appearance complete. Balloons could be seen to ascend

every day, spying out our peculiar location. The enemy was

using in front of the Sixteenth some large New Foundland dogs

as advance pickets. When we wished to move forward our

picket line we disposed of these "quadruped Yanks" in short

order by administering our favorite prescription, "rebel" pellets

in lead.

On the 21st of May we were thrown in line of march in

great haste and moved at a double-quick for a distance of four

or five miles down the Chickahominy and brought up at the

battle of Seven Pines. We were at once thrown in line of battle

immediately in front of a Federal battery. The Sixteenth moved

forward under a galling fire from these batteries and small arms

as well. Our original purpose was to charge and take this bat-

tery, but on coming within fifty feet of the guns we found our-

selves confronted by a miry swamp, covered with timber felled

towards us, the limbs of the trees being sharpened and forming

an impassable abattis. Behind this the enemy had constructed

heavy earth-works, making an impregnable barrier. Here we lay

down so close to the enemy that he could not lower his guns so

as to bring them to bear upon us. Finally we withdrew in per-

fect order.


