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gle ensued which ended in the repulse of the Federal lines and

the driving of them back under cover of their gun-boats. Our

loss in officers and men was heavy and apparently irreparable.

Captain A. W. Coleman, of Company A, was killed by a shell

early in the engagement. The command of the company then

fell to Lieutenant A. W. Bryson until he became severely

wounded, when Sergeant John S. Keener commanded the com-

pany the remainder of the day.

The Sixteenth participated in the engagement at Malvern Hill.

The regiment displayed its wonted coolness and intrepidity. The

loss was comparatively light. Thus ended the Seven Pines and

seven days' battles.

The survivors of the Sixteenth having got a little rest and

recuperation, and McClellan having fallen back on Washington,

our faces were turned northward.

On the 9l,h of August we took part in the battle of Cedar Run.

Our casualties were comparatively small. After much fatigue

from hard marching we reached the field of Second Mauassas on

the afternoon of the historic 29th. Pope at once made a vigor-

ous attack on our left, plunging with great fury into A. P. Hill's

Division and piercing with the bayonet a gap in our line. It

looked for a time as if the entire left wing of our army would

be annihilated by the greatly superior number of the enemy, and

nothing but the most heroic fighting of which men were capable

did save us from annihilation. Finally, after superhuman effort,

the enemy along this line were repulsed. He rallied, only to be

driven back the second time. So stubbornly was the ground

contested that volleys were delivered at a distance of only ten

to fifteen steps. The Sixteenth, true to its record, repulsed the

enemy in its front in six separate assaults. Our opponents on

this memorable day were led by General Kearney, of Mexican

renown. They behaved themselves like men.

Night-fall of the 29th found Hill, having been re-inforced,

still holding his ground. With the close of the day General

Kearney retired from our front. The field itself was the most

unanswerable witness to the day's contest. A railroad cut run-


