
760 North Carolina Troops, 1861-65.

Monday morning, the 15th, we apprehended another serious

struggle. Sunday night had been cool and frosty, but the Six-

teenth had laid upon her arms. Though chilled and shivering,

we were eager for the fray. An artillery duel was already pro-

ceeding with great warmth. At sunrise Pender was ordered to

the front. He was on the spot in person and the order was

instantly obeyed. Over the hill the left wing of the Sixteenth

swung, and it was the fii'st to be exposed to the enemy's fire.

As suddenly as the enemy's firing had begun it now ceased, and

a white flag was seen to crown their stronghold. The Sixteenth,

with Pender's Brigade, was the first to march down upon them.

We found them drawn up in line, with arms stacked and dis-

coursing music of a patriotic sort—from their point of view. It

was in fact quite a splendid reception, but what a contrast ! The

enemy was spotlessly dressed in brand-new uniforms, shoes and

buttons, and gold and silver trappings glistening in the morning

sun, while we were almost naked; a great many of us without

shoes, without even a faded emblem on our ragged co£^ts to tell

even rank or official command. Thus ended Harper's Ferry.

The casualties of the Sixteenth were not severe. The fruits of

Harper's Ferry were eleven thousand prisoners, thirteen thou-

sand stands of arms and seventy-three pieces of artillery.

From Harper's Ferry the Sixteenth, with Pender's Brigade

and Hill's Division, marched to Sharpsburg. Arriving there

early in the afternoon of the 17th, we found the battle raging

furiously. General Jones, with two thousand five hundred men

was opposing Burnside with fifteen thousand. Our force of two

thousand men under Hill and two thousand five hundred under

Jones fell upon Burnside and after a desperate struggle, in which

the enemy numbered more than three to one, we drove him from

his position and pressed him back until dark coming on the

engagement ceased. Here again, all the circumstances considered,

the grand army under McClellan had experienced another decisive

defeat. The loss of the Sixteenth was comparatively slight.

The next day General Lee lingered, awaiting another attack, but

none was made.


