
Sixteenth Regiment. 761

The morning of the day following found Lee on the other

side of the Potomac supplying his army with rations and ammu-
nition. Taking up the line of march, we halted long enough

at Bunker Hill to devour some plain provisions and then to fall

upon the ground for a little much-needed rest.

On the 20th we were again ordered in line and were marched

down the Harper's Ferry road. There were many conjectures

among the soldiers as to where we were going. On reaching

a point opposite Shepherdstown, we were halted, fronted toward

the river, our guns were provided with fresh caps, skirmish lines

were thrown out and the order was given to " Forward, march !"

Our skirmishers were soon hotly contesting every inch of the

ground with those of our same old enemy, and in less than fifteen

minutes we were closely engaged. The Sixteenth moved steadily

forward, driving everything before her. Retreating through an

open field, the enemy fell back under cover of the river bank.

It was here that our duty again became arduous and the demand

of the moment called for a decisive blow. Rushing over the

river bank, we intended giving the enemy the bayonet, but before

reaching him he fled in the wildest confusion, some plunging head-

long into the river and others attempting to cross on a foot-bridge

purposely erected for their retreat if events should require. This

engagement resulted in much loss of life to the enemy, the very

river being tinged here and therewith his life-blood. This duty

was performed under the fire of as many Federal cannon as

could be planted and manned in our entire front. Added to the

storm of grape and canister which the enemy continued to belch

forth, there was a line of small arms playing upon us from the

Maryland side; but the charge was made and the victory was

gained with such amazing dispatch that our casualties were incon-

siderable. Thus ended the battle of Shepherdstown.

The writer deems it not uninteresting in this connection to

reproduce from memory, and word for word, the official address

of A. P. Hill after the last named battle, for the reason that in

all the engagements therein referred to the Sixteenth was a par-

ticipant. General Hill said: "Soldiers of the Light Division,


