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you have done well and I am pleased with you. You have

fought in every battle from Mechanicsville to Shepherdstown,

and no one can yet say that the Light Division was ever broken.

You held the left at Manassas against overwhelming numbers

and saved the army. You saved the day at Sharpsburg, and at

Shepherdstown you were selected to face a storm of round shot,

grape and shell such as I have never before witnessed. Your

services are appreciated by your commanding general."

After the battle of Shepherdstown the Sixteenth Regiment

marched back to Bunker Hill. Here Company A was trans-

ferred to the Thirty-ninth North Carolina Regiment and Com-

pany L to the Sixty-ninth North Carolina Regiment (Thomas'

Legion).

The Sixteenth Regiment remained in camp at Bunker Hill

until about the first of October. About this time the Federal

army crossed the Potomac at Harper's Ferry and advanced to

Warrenton. Leaving the Valley, Longstreet's Corps confronted

the enemy near Culpeper Court House. About the 20th Jack-

son also abandoned the Valley above Winchester and moved

forward to New Market. From thence he proceeded to the

vicinity of Guinea Station, a point on the railroad leading from

Fredericksburg to Richmond.

Everything now pointed to Fredericksburg as the scene of

another great conflict. On the 10th of December Burnside

began preparation for crossing to the south side of the Rappa-

hannock. Finally, with much difficulty and great loss of life,

he succeeded, and on the morning of the 13th the battle began.

The engagement was a bloody and destructive one, ending in

Burnside being literally cut to pieces, repulsed and defeated—not

for any lack of courage or of numbers among his troops, but for

want of generalship. Here, for some reason unknown to the

writer, it seems that A. P. Hill left in his line a gap of about

two hundred yards. Bordering on this gap, the Sixteenth, with

Pender's Brigade, was placed. The enemy, perceiving this to

be a vulnerable point in our line, sought to pass through it. He
came near succeeding and in his attempt inflicted a severe pun-


