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having arrived and the momentous act performed, they listened

to the words as they fell from the lips of Robert E. Lee himself:

" God bless old North Carolina !

" With this blessing resting upon

their heads, they turned their faces in the direction of their broken

homes, where, through all the years that have followed, they have

cherished the parting benediction of their great chieftain as a

priceless heritage.

The total casualties of the Sixteenth Regiment for the entire

war were something more than eight hundred men, leaving about

five hundred men, a large majority of which last were not at the

surrender for legitimate reasons.

I am here reminded by Captain L. Harrill that at Fredericks-

burg, in the spring of 1862, we were complemented with a com-

pany of recruits from the county of Rutherford, making the

Sixteenth temporarily to consist of thirteen companies. This

company, which was eventually transferred to the Fifty-sixth

Regiment North Carolina Troops, was officered as follows : W.
J. Kirkpatrick, Captain; L. Harrill, First Lieutenant; J. H.
Sweezy, Second Lieutenant; H. L. Sweezy, Third Lieutenant.

Participating in the arduous campaigns of Yorktown and

Seven Pines, in which it lost (killed) its Captain, J. W. Kirk-

patrick, and four men, on the 19th of June it was ordered to

Raleigh, where it was organized with the Fifty-sixth.

No more appropriate account of the character of Company N
could be given here than the simple statement that it was a

temporary component of the Sixteenth, and it is to be hoped

that it will have a deserving place in the narrative of its regiment.

Now, if my comrades, the historians of the Thirty-ninth and

Sixty-ninth, will pardon, I will return to Bunker Hill, where

we were transferred from the Sixteenth to the Thirty-ninth, for

a brief statement of our separate experiences.

Companies A and L left the Sixteenth on the 5th day of Octo-

ber, 1862. From Bunker Hill we marched by way of Staunton

and Lynchburg to East Tennessee, where Company L stopped

with the Sixty-ninth North Carolina Regiment (Thomas' Legion).

Company A, to which the writer belonged, proceeded to Middle


