
Sixteenth Regiment. 767

Tennessee, where we were formally organized with the Thirty-

ninth, till then a battalion under Colonel David Coleman. From
Middle Tennessee we were transported, in ihe spring of 1863, to

Mississippi. The company had comparatively an easy experience

until the 1st of July, when we took up the line of march, heading

for Vicksburg. Our object was the relief of General John C.

Pemberton, who was being severely besieged, but before reaching

the city we learned that he had surrendered. Thereafter our faces

were turned in the direction of Chickaraauga, where, in the battle

of the 19th and 20th of September, the Thirty-ninth took part as

follows: Transported from Mississippi as fast as freight trains

could carry us, we reached Ringold, Ga., about noon of the 18th.

Sweeping up the muddy little Chickamauga, we drove the blue

coats before us until they were forced to take refuge within their

main lines. At this juncture night came and with it a cessation

of arms. Day-break on the 19th saw hostilities recommence with

increased earnestness. Company A was placed behind and in

support of a Georgia regiment. The latter heroically main-

tained its stand and poured a hot and steady fire into the enemy

until, re-inforcements finally coming to the relief of the enemy,

he was making "proper smash" of the brave Georgians, when

the Thirty-ninth North Carolina and the Twenty-fifth Arkansas

moved forward, passed over the Georgians and, changing the

tactics, raised the yell and charged. The Indianians stubbornly

disputed our right to their stronghold, but at last, preferring to

keep out of the way of the bayonet, they fell back. At the

most critical moment of this charge the color-bearer of the

Thirty-ninth, William Breedon, of Cherokee county, was shot

down. As he fell the writer caught the flag before it touched

the ground and bore it until Joseph Sutton, of Company A, took

it from his hands and carried it during the remainder of the

engagement. At night Sutton turned over the colors to Colonel

Coleman, saying he preferred to carry his gun. J. Wesley

Shelton, of Jackson county, then voluntarily took the flag, car-

ried it until the close of the war and now has it in his possession.

The preservation of this old relic after the surrender is due to


