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time thirteen companies instead of twelve, as given by him. In

February, 1862, details of two or more men were sent out from

the companies to enlist recruits. From Company D, Sixteenth

Regiment, First Lieutenant J. W. Kilpatrick and the writer, a

private, were ordered to Rutherford county, and while there

enlisted about seventy-six men, organizing a new company with

J. W. Kilpatrick, Captain; L. Harrill, First Lieutenant; J. H.

Sweezy, Second Lieutenant, and H. A. L. Sweezy, Third Lieu-

tenant. This company joined the Sixteenth Regiment at Fred-

ericksburg, Va., April, 1862, and was on the long march from

there to Yorktown. It tramped through rain and mud in the

famous retreat of General Johnston to the Chickahominy. This

march was made from Yorktown to near Richmond almost with-

out food or rest. After two days' marching and starving, the

attached company, through the generosity of one of its members,

who had been detailed as teamster, had a feast of parched corn

for supper. The poor mules did not fare so well.

The attached company was a part of the Sixteenth Regiment

at the battle of Seven Pines, May 31, 1862, and lost in killed

Captain J. W. Kilpatrick, W. N. Brooks, A. K. Lynch, A. R.

Sorrels and Fifer O. D. Price, belonging to the drum corps of

the regiment, who went voluntarily into the battle and was

killed. We went into the battle under the command of the

dauntless old hero. General Wade Hampton, who rode quietly

along the line of the Sixteenth and said to the men :
" Do not

fire a shot until you can feel the enemy on your bayonets." He
gave the command " Forward !

" and five of the attached com-
pany went to their death, besides a number wounded.

After the battle of Seven Pines the company remained with the

Sixteenth until June 19, 1862, only one week before the battle

of Mechanicsville and the seven days fighting that followed, when
we received orders to report at Camp Mangum, Raleigh, N. C,
where we became Company I of the Fifty-sixth Regiment, and
its history thenceforward becomes a part of the Ffty-sixth, written

by Major John W. Graham and Captain R. D. Graham.


